
Fellowship Baptist, February 1, 2015; A.M 

Message: “Only Leaves”-- Matthew 21:17-22 
 
INTRODUCTION: The past several weeks we have been talking about fruit and works.  In II Peter 
1 we saw that if we grow in the Lord then we will be neither barren nor unfruitful.  Last week 
we saw that we are to walk in the Spirit and not fulfill the lust of the flesh (Gal. 5:17-26).  Does 
it really matter if we are not fruitful for the Lord?  Yes it does!  Let us see what happens to 
people who do not live for God.  Our text is the phrase in Matt. 21:19, “Leaves only”. 
 
I.  The object lesson of the fig tree.—Matt. 21:17-22 
 A.  Jesus was expecting to find figs on the fig tree. 
  1.  He was hungry. 
  2.  He found leaves only. 
  3.  He cursed the tree. 

B.  The context in both Gospels of this incident is th 
       same.—Matt. 21; Mark 11; 
 1.  Jesus going into Jerusalem. 
 2.  The cleansing of the temple. 
 3.  The rejection of Christ.—Luke 19:41-48 
   

II.  The fig tree is a picture of Israel. 
 A.  Jerusalem and Israel were rejected because they  
       produced no fruit for the Lord. 
  1.  Jesus was rejected so He went to the Gentiles. 
   a.  The disciples went only to the Jews during the earthly ministry of  
         Christ.—Matt. 10:6; 15:24 
   b.  Paul went to the Jews first with the Gospel.- 
 B.  The example of the vineyard.—Isa 5:2, 4 

C.  Israel in the Parables.—Matthew 21:33-45 
 D.  The natural vine reject and the wild graphed in.—Rom. 11:22-23 
 
II.  The vine a picture of God’s people.--John 15:1-8 
 A.  Branches which bear no fruit are taken away.—v. 2 
 B.  Branches which bear fruit are pruned to bear more fruit.—v. 2 
 C.  Fruit is produced because of a connection with the vine.—v. 4-5. 
 
III.  At the Judgment seat of Christ works are rejected or accepted.—II Cor. 5:10 
 A.  Parable of pounds.—Luke 19:12-27 
 B.  The judgment of works.—I Cor. 3:11-15. 
 
CONCLUSION:  Paul’s fear was that he might be rejected and put on the self—I Cor. 9:24-27.  
Live for God so you will have fruit to present to the Father. 
 


